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If you feel there are ongoing or upcoming research projects, policy initiatives or legislations, 
concerning the use of biodiversity, ecosystem condition and ecosystem services knowl-
edge in decisions and policies, missing, please contact inge.liekens@vito.be and we will 
update the country fact sheet (until March 2027)

Views and opinions expressed are those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those 
of the European Union or the European Commission, other institutions of the European Union, 
or an official statement of the respective member state. Neither the EU nor the EC can be held 
responsible for them.
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Update on projects concerning biodiversity, ecosystem 
condition and ecosystem services assessment and 
accounting since 2022

In Denmark a series of projects have targeted the 
assessment of ecosystem services from 2014 on-
wards. The emphasis has been on developing a land 
use model to provide support for the analysis and 
evaluation of alternative policies. A Danish MAES 
process was set up and is led by the Nature Agen-
cy under the Ministry of the Environment in cooper-
ation with scientific expertise at the universities of 
Aarhus and Copenhagen. The first report from the 
process was published (Termansen et al., 2015) and 
provides an assessment of the status of mapping of 
ecosystems, ecosystem services and biodiversity in 
Denmark in relation to MAES. Moreover, it provides 
a description of the relevant knowledge and data for 
mapping the economic value of ecosystem services 
and biodiversity.

An ES model with sixteen ES and biodiversity indi-
cators (Termansen et al., 2017) was created for a 

specific catchment. Based on this model a national 
scale model focusing on seven ES and biodiversity 
indicators was developed. The model has been used 
to evaluate policy scenarios for implementation of 
the water framework directive and the co-benefits of 
achieving water quality targets (Hasler et al., 2022).

The national Danish statistical office is preparing for 
future demands and requirements on ecosystem ser-
vice accounting and has among other things estab-
lished a development group to support this work.

Ecosystem services are often referred to in the work 
of the Danish Biodiversity Council. The council is an 
independent and research-based expert body con-
sisting of experts in the field of nature and biodiver-
sity in Denmark. The council is established by and 
advises the government and parliament on initiatives 
that can create better conditions for Danish nature.

Examples of uptake in 
decision processes, 
regulations and/or 
legislation

No information available.

Perceived barriers 
and needs to enhance 
uptake

No information available.
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4.1 Community of practice

The Danish community of practice on ecosystem ser-
vices has not been set up specifically for the SELINA 
project, but the SELINA project has enabled a revitaliza-
tion of the existing network. This network, called ‘Dansk 
netværk om biodiversitet og økosystemtjenester’ (Dan-
ish network on biodiversity and ecosystem services), 
was established as part of the former ESMERALDA 
project. After the ESMERALDA project the network has 
been hosted by the Danish IPBES secretariat, which is 
supported by a group of six universities and the Minis-
try of Environment. The network is open for all persons 
interested in the subject and includes around 75 indi-
viduals from research, private companies, authorities 
and NGOs and lobby organization. The mission of the 
network is to strengthen knowledge sharing between 
those who study or work with biodiversity and ecosys-

tem service-related topics including research or policy 
in Denmark. The primary activity of the network is 1-3 
annual network meetings dealing with relevant topics 
including presentations and discussions. More infor-
mation on the network can be found on the website of 
the Danish IPBES secretariate.

4.2 Seeds of transformative change

One project was received through the online survey:   

Pilot project - a comprehensive plan for Gudenå 
valley 

• The purpose of the pilot project is to create a 
platform for implementation of the Master Plan 
for the Gudenåen River.
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On the way to transformative change

The overall conclusion of the IPBES global assess-
ment (IPBES 2019) was that Goals for conserving 
and sustainably using nature and achieving sus-
tainability cannot be met by current trajectories, and 
goals for 2030 and beyond, may only be achieved 
through transformative changes across economic, 
social, political and technological factors.

Transformative or transformational change refers 
to “a fundamental, system-wide reorganization 

across technological, economic and social factors, 
including paradigms, goals and values” (IPBES, 
2019). Simply said, doing things really differently, 
rather than doing less or optimising the system.

A means to enhance uptake is bringing people of the 
quadruple helix together and exchange information 
and learn from each other. Another is to establish 
projects that can show that it works and lead to pos-
sible pathways of transformative change.

https://www.ipbes.dk/netvaerk-for-oekosystemtjenester/
https://www.ipbes.dk/netvaerk-for-oekosystemtjenester/
https://dce2.au.dk/pub/SR147.pdf
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